CHAPTER

What is a settlement?

Look around the city, town or village in which you live. Compare it with the
below figures. You will find that the buildings, roads, drains etc. are organisedin
someway. Thisarrangement varieswidely acrosstheworld aswe shall see now.

The way we organise ourselves and our living spacesin aplaceis caled a
settlement —that is, the geographic space whereweliveand work. Inasettlement,
we havedifferent kinds of activities—Educational, Medical, Religious, Commercial

etc.
In this chapter, we will take abrief ook at some aspects of human settlement
and the geography related toiit.

7

Fig 7.1: a,b,c These are images of Himalayas.
. Look at all the pictures of Himalayas in chapter-
| land compare the differences in settlement and the

| risk they need to take while building houses, use of
land, type of settlement etc

a. The City of Smla originally designed for a
population of 25,000 today it has nearly 2 lakh
people.

b. Land slide on Himalayas

¢ AVillagein trans-Himalaya’s, in Nubra Valley of

~ Ladakh. Thisvillage is located next to a stream that
flows with glacier melting. Stream flows only during
summer and farming is possible only during this
season.The region receives almost no rain fall and the
mountains are barren.
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L ook at your own city, town or village. Draw asketch map of aselected areausing
the methodsyou had learnt earlier. Your map should show thefollowing:

Roads, Houses, Shops and markets, Streams and drains, some Public places like
hospitals, schools, bus stand, railway station etc;

» Arethepublic placeslocated at pointsthat would be convenient to most people?

* Doyoufind any patternsin thelocation of markets?

* Arethehousesin clusters? Arethey linked to the main road?

Talk to people in the selected area and find out the changes in the settlement
during the past twenty yearsand the reasonsfor this.
What amenities should have been provided for, but have not been done?

How were settlements begun?

For about 1.8 lakhyears, Early humanslived in bandsashunter-gatherers. They
did not practice agriculture. However owing to changesin ways of obtaining food,
some bands took to the deliberate method of production of food - agriculture. As
agriculturalists, they wereincreasingly sedentary (staying in one place).

Fig7.2: A
rockshelter used by
early humans at
Bhimbetka, Madhya
Pradesh. Read the
Chapter on hunter
gatherersfrom class
VI for details.

Table: 1 o e e~ R
e Compare and contrast : Using the information given above, compare and
contrast nomadic and sedentary life styles. How many points could you
identify? (Make another tableif this spaceisnot enough.)

Nomadic life style Sedentary life style

Sooa S



Why do settlements change?

Settlements change for - s
many reasons. Read the B "= 731- * i g w P
following story about Delhi. [l = *F L] o &

The city of Delhi can § T Ll —

claimto have been central to i | - m
many empires that ruled : P
India. When India gained _
independence, the city 1T —
remained its capital. Over the
decades, the city has
attracted people from all parts of India as they migrated in search of livelihood, jobs,
education, dispensary etc. As the capital of the country, with the Parliament and
Central Government offices, there are people from all parts living in the city. Because
of this, the population increased eight fold from 60 lakhs to 1 crore and 60 lakhs.

Fig 7. 3: Amiddle class housing colony.

Every city usually has a master plan to design and allocate different types of
areas. In any city, there should be housing areas, markets, schools, industrial areas,
office areas, parks and recreational areas and so on. Based on this, planners can
decide the types of roads, the amount of water or electricity required, how to
dispose waste, how to clean sewage etc that would be necessary. The city of Delhi
had three such master plans. However, if we look at the current scenario, it would
appear that these plans have not been implemented properly. In fact, Delhi has
grown in an unplanned manner. A planned colony usually has all the facilities in
place. Government has to announce areas demarcated for different purposes.
The constructions in that area are expected to follow such an order. However, it is
clear that such plans have not been followed.

Onone hand, there is growing population in the cities and on the other hand,
there is long delay in planning and announcing how the areas are to be used.
People who migrate to the city looking for work, occupy land and settles, after
that without necessary permission and build on it in the way they can afford
with no help or facility from anyone. They remain unauthorised for long periods.
When the plan is finally announced, these areas may be marked for a different
purpose.

This leads to a difficult conflict situation. People face constant threat of
eviction. They seek political patronage from being evicted from their homes. These
colonies are not likely to be recognised because the master plan ignored their
existence. Thus these colonies also do not receive many public amenities. People
here are poor but provide essential services to the city.
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What type of places are formed as settlements?

To understand this, we need to look at these basic concepts: (1) site (2)
situation (3) the history of the place.

Site refers to the
characteristicsof the place
— its topography, altitude,
characteristics of water
bodies like lakes, rivers, = B
underground water, typesof T S——
soils, security, shelter from .. .k
natural forces, and so on.

In early settlement
periods, places which had
favourablewater supply and
good protection from
Invasions were preferred.
For example, Chhatrapati
Shivaji built a fort in
Pratapgadh, Maharashtra. ¢ .
This site was chosen Fig 7.4 : Fort in Pratapgad
because of its altitude from where all the surrounding areas could be seen. This
provided military security.

P

Fig7.5: Visakhapatn
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Placesdo not existinisolation. They arein someway connected to other places.
Situation describesthe connectionswith other places. For example: Visakhapatnam
islocated on the coast and connectsto many placesin and outside of India.

Over the decades, Visakhapatnam’s popul ation has grown significantly (see next

table 2). Thisgrowth isaresult of theimportance of Visakhapatnam asaport city.
Thispopulation increase a so indicates growth in economic and socia opportunities.

Population changein Visakhapatnam :

Table?2 1. In the population data given in the
table, are the percentages reported

Population of Visakhapatnam _
for every decade? If not, which

Year Population 9%change

decade’sdatais not reported here?
1901 40,892
1911 43,414 +6.2% 2. Fromwhich decadeto which decade
1921 44,711 +3.0% hasthe popul ation increase been the
1931 57,303 +28.2% hi gheg (i n percentage)?
1941 70,243 +22.6% _ _
1951 108,042 +53.8% 3. Fromwhich decadeto which decade
1961 211.190 195 5% hasthe populationincrease been the
1971 3,63,467" ¥72.1% lowest (in percentage)?

0, .
1981 6,03,630 +66.1% 4. Plot the absolute population of
1991 7,52,031 +24.6% : .
>001 12 45 938 78,979, Visakapatnam on a line graph
’ ’ . (] .

covering 1901-2011. What
2011 20,35,690 +51.2% )

observations can you make about the

changes in the absolute population
Size?

Indian settlementsin hierarchy

The Censusof Indiaorganises settlementsin Indiausing certain criteria. Inthe
Table 3, the Census department’ s definitions of various settlement typesare given.
Read them carefully and compl ete the exercise.

A pyramidisgiveninthenext page. The bottom-most part of the pyramid shows
the lowest level of the settlement hierarchy according to the Indian census. The
top-most showsthe highest level. Fill in the detail sthat areleft blank:

1. Thenamegiventotheparticular level of settlement (Two examplesare shown).

2. Give one example of a settlement from Telangana. (Other than mega cities,
why?)

3. Trytoplacethetownwhereyoulive(if youliveinavillage, show thetownin

whichyour school islocated) at the correct level, give 1 or 2 reasonsfor your
choice.
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Table 3 : Indian settlements in hierarchy

MegaCities Citieshavingmorethan 10| * Greater Mumbai UA (population 18.4 million)
million people * Delhi UA (population16.3million)
* KolkataUA (population 14.1 million).

Metropolitan Citieshavingpopulation | * Chennai (8.6million)

Cities/ betweenonemillionand | * Hyderabad (7.2million)
Million Pluscities | 10million *  Ahmedabad (6.2 million)
Citied Class Urban areashaving Withthehelp of your teacher identify 2 cities
lcities popul ation between and givethedetailsof populationwithin
1lakhand onemillion Telangana
Towns All theurbanareashaving | Withthehelp of your teacher identify 3towns
population between 5000 | in/ nearby your areaand givethe detail s of
and 1lakh population
Revenue/ A villagewithdefined Withthehelp of your teacher identify 3revenue
CensusVillage | borders villages in/ nearby your area and givethe
detailsof population
Hamlets A group of houseswithin | Withthe help of your teacher identify oneor
therevenuevillage twoinarevenuevillagesin/ nearby your area
4. Do you think settlements Higher level
should be classified only ~ “*"7* B
onthebasisof population? Mega Cities
Canyou think of any other
way? Discuss with your N

teacher and identify the

criteria  for such / \
classification.

In the future, India is
poised to follow the trend

Courtesy®: The Indian Institute of Geographical Studies.(CC)2013-=

of many ‘economically / \
developed’ nations in
becoming predominantly
urban.
Lower level / \

(smaller Hamlets

places)  Very small rural settlements without notified
governing body
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Urbanisation in India

In India, nearly 350 million i.e. one-
third of population livesin citiesand towns.
People have been increasingly taking up
non agriculturework and livingin citiesand
towns: Thisprocessiscalled urbanisation.
A considerable section of populationinthe
1950s lived in 5.6 lakh villages and there
wereonly 5 citiesthat had a population of

in Delhi

of citieswith 1 lakh population was around 40. Today, the number of villages has
increased to 6.4 lakhs and about 850 million people live in these villages. Three
cities—Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata - accommodate more than 10 million people
each. There are morethan 50 citiesthat have apopulation of 1 million and above.

Though there hasbeen an increase in urbanisation, the necessity of providing
basic infrastructure that can support this growth is missing. You require roads,
drainage, electricity, water and other public facilities. Government interventionis
making some headway in improving the urban infrastructure particularly those
associated with road transport. However, the provision of electricity, water and
health infrastructure is not sufficient. For poorer people in the cities and towns,
thissituation iseven worse.

How does urban India contribute to India’s economic development? Service
sector activities such asfinance, insurance, real estate and businessrelated service
activities such as transport, storage and communication contribute more than
industrial activities. Thereisno major growth of industrial output over thelast few
decades.

Livinginor moving into citiesand townsisaboon only for afew. Although the
level of poverty inurban areasisrelatively lower than what isnoticed inrural aress,
thereisahuge gap between the average income of alow incomefamily and ahigh
incomefamily. Thisgap hasa so beenincreasingin citiesand towns. Incomesearned
inurban areasby the SC/ STsarefar lower than other caste groups. In 2009-10, only
about one-sixth of urbanites belonging to castes other than SC/ STswere poor whereas
inthe case of SC/ ST urbanitesthe poverty level isdouble. Most of these poor live
In non metropolitan towns and work in the unorganised sector.

Most of the population increasein citiesand townstook place asaconsequence
of natural growth within the urban areas. The population of these urban areas
increased over time. Some of the growth in urban settlements took place by
expansion, with the inclusion of rural areas surrounding older cities and towns.
Only one-fifth of the growth isdueto rura - to - urban migration.
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Problems of Urbanisation

Increasing urbanisation is not just al about greater opportunities for people,
more economic productivity, etc. It also resultsin many problems. The growing
urban popul ation has to be housed. It needs water supply, sewage and other waste
disposal, transportation and many other things. All these result in environmental
stress. As vehicle use increases, urban air pollution increases, causing health
problemsand localised climatic change. Improper sewage disposal canalsolead to
greater threat of infectious diseases.

One of theimpacts of increased urbanisation isthe use of materialsthat either
do not degrade or take along time to do so. This produces waste that has to be
disposed off. Where do we put such waste? As urban areas expand, the waste is
increasingly pushed to rural areas where they are either just dumped or taken to
waste treatment plants.

Aerotropolis

A new kind of settlement ishappening in many countries, including India. These
settlements are centered around large airports. Hence, the name aerotropolis or
airport city.

Inan aerotropolis, theairport functionsasacity initsown right. Many facilities
like hotels, shopping, entertainment, food, business conferencing etc, are provided
right there. People can fly in, conduct their business with their counterparts right
thereand fly out with al the comfortsof acity, without thetraffic and other problems.

Some form of aerotropolises are
emerging in these places in India
Bengaluru International Airport, Indira
Gandhi International Airport (Delhi),
and Rgjiv Gandhi International Airport
(Hyderabad).

What is at the centre of an aerotropolis?

e Name any two facilitieslocated at or near
the centre of an aerotropolis.

e Onanoutlinemap of theworld, locate and

label the citiesgiven hereinthe examples.

Elsewhere, examplesof emerging
aerotropolises include:
Suvarnabhoomi International Airport
(Bangkok, Thailand), Dubai
International Airport (Dubai, UAE),
Cairo International Airport (Cairo,
Egypt), and London Heathrow Airport
(London, UK).

In India, the history and
geographical featuresare areason for
expansion of a settlement and
migration of peopleisanother reason.

Name the country and the airport also on
the map. Remember to use different types
of text to identify the names of the country
and the names of the citiesand airports, so
that it will be easier to seewhichwordsare
namesof countries, and which arefor cities
and their airports.

Suppose that the place you have studied
about in this chapter gets an aerotropolis
near it. Mention 3 ways in which the site
features of your place may change.
Similarly, mention 3 ways in which the
Stuation features of your place may change.
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Migrations

People moving from their places to other places to searching of better
opportunities called as ‘Migrations’ Migration arises out of various social,
economic or political reasons.

Measure and classify migration patterns

For identifying aperson asamigrant, two criteriaare used by the census:
“birth place” — place where the person wasborn
» “last usual place of residence’ — a place where the person had stayed
continuously for aperiod of six months or more

e Hereisalist of afew people. Categorisethem asmigrant or non-migrant. Indicate
the pattern and guess the probabl e reasonsfor migration.

Name Present address Place of birth Migrant or | Pattern of migration,
for the last non-migrant | rural tourban; urban to
six months urban etc and

possible reason
Sndhu Bijwaram Villagein
JogulambaDt.
GraceOviyal Hyderabad Mumbal
Ali (anNR1) | New Delhi London

Lakshmi Thimmapuram
(for only two months) Vikarabad Dt

Swathi Manakondur Hyderabad Selected for
Karimnagar Dt. Group IV TSPSC

InIndia, according to census 2011, about 307 million people have been reported
as migrants. Migrations can happen due to many reasons. While females report
marriage as the most common reason for migration, employment or seeking
employment is the most common reason for males to migrate. Dissatisfaction
with employment opportunitiesin the native place, better opportunity for studies,
lossesin business, family feuds etc are also some of the other reasons that people
have stated asreasonsfor migration in the census surveys.

* Do you agreewith ” Most of the children are dropouts in migrant families’ .
Explain with examples related to your area.
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Seasonal and Temporary Migration

According to the national censussurveys, every fourth personin Indiais
amigrant. During 2001-2011, migration increased but not asmuch asin the
1980s. Thismay bewithin astate or outside. We have examined the statistics
of rural —urban migration and the multiplereasonsfor migration. However,
it issignificant to note that rural to rural migration has increased. Some of
this may not be captured by census data because the period of stay is often
lessthan six months. The number of seasonal migrantsisunderestimated in
India due to limitations in the definition of the term ‘migrant’ used in the
national surveys.

Rural to rural migration

Maharashtra is one of the popular states of India which produce sugar.
It has 186 cooperative sugar factories. Large scale sugarcane cultivation
began here in the early 1970s after the Koina dam was built. A study
estimates that about 6,50,000 labourers migrate from central to western
Maharashtra for sugarcane cutting each year. Of these, around 2,00,000
are children in the school age group of 6-14 years. They come with their
family members.

The sugarcane cutters camp for the season in clearings earmarked by
factories. These are in the vicinity of the fields. Each family is provided with
a bamboo mat and poles.

A large section of rural workers migrate for a short duration and
particularly dueto distress caused in rural areas. They aremainly agricultural
labourers or marginal farmers
in their place of origin and PieChart 1: Social Background of short term
mostly belong to low income migrantsin India, 2007-08
households, dalitsand adivasis. s

The National Commission

of Rural Labour initsreport in 18% LINe
1990s found that uneven
development and regional WSt
disparity trlggerepl gnd B OBC
accel erated seasona migration.
In some tribal areas, intrusion Others
of outsiders and displacement
of people for construction of
damsand mining haveincreased _ 4
distress seasonal migration. o
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In agriculture sector, employers go to the native place of migrantsand recruit
them. Contractors (also called agents), traders who belong to the same caste,
community or source area are used by employers of quarries in Delhi, coffee
plantations of Karnataka, and farming in Punjab. Such workers comewith workers
who have already migrated. Contractorsretain part of the migrants earnings apart
from the paymentsthey receive from employers. Sometimes, the contractorsalso
work as supervisors.

Rural - Urban migration

People migrate from rural areas mainly due to insufficient employment
opportunitiesand inadequate

income available in rural o \When peoplemoveout of rural areas, which
employment. People also sector of theeconomy intherural arealoses

migrate with the expectation the most number of people? Why?
of higher income and more

opportunities for family
members and may be better
services. most urban migrants
havetowork aslabourersand
find employment in the unorganised sector. They could be working as hawkers,
painters, repair persons, rickshaw pullers, construction labour etc.

Peoplefrom rural areas, moveto citiesand townsto work inindustry and other
service activities. This has been recognised as a natural reason to increase their
income and for better family prospects. Inthisprocess, they have opportunitiesfor
education, new jobs and to acquire new skills. Towns also appear to offer greater
freedom and somewhat |ess discrimination based on caste and gender. However,
many move to urban areas more out of desperation and not having adequate
employment opportunitiesintherural areas. For these people, living conditionsin
dumsintownsand citiesareworse because spaceiscramped and even basicfacilities
such as drinking water and
sanitation aren’t available. e Interview aperson who hascometoatown

e |In urban areas, what are the common
sector(s) of the economy inwhich migrants
fromtherural areasfind employment? What
are the reasonsfor this?

These people are not able to to work in the unorganised sector as a
find jobs in the ‘organised labourer or domestic servant and write her
sector’ and therefore there is story

no job security and decent e Ifyouliveinarura area, interview aperson
incomethat they wereaspiring who has come on avacation from working
for. They continue to live as in atown in the unorganised sector, write
daily workers. his story

e Compareand contrast thesetwo situations.
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Many families have residences both at their origin (native place) and at the
destination. They shift between the two places depending on work and seasons.
Migration does not necessarily involve movement of all members of the family,
and oftenthewiferemainsintherural area

Urban migrants use different job searching mechanisms depending upon their
skillsand educational qualifications. Contacts and networksare crucial for getting
urban jobs. In fact, villagers pre-arrange their jobs from rural areas and come to
urban areasthrough their contacts or networks. They keep closetieswiththeir rural
areasfor avariety of reasons. Migrants also pass on the urban opportunitiesto the
rural areas so that potential migrants can engagein rural-based job search. In most
cases, migrationisthesurvival strategy for many families.

I nternational migration

One-third of theworld’s200 million international migrants, lessthan 70 million
people, according to the United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP), have
moved from one devel oping country to another. International migration from India
is of two types:

People with technical skills and professional expertise have migrated to
countries such as USA, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia and other developed
countries. I T professional s, doctors and management professionalsare an example
of thistype. Indians migrating to countries such as UK and Canadain 1950s and
1960swere unskilled whereasin thelater years, mostly professionalswent to these
countries. Inrecent times, Indian professionalsalso go to countries such as Germany,
Norway, Japan and Malaysia. In the 1950s, about 10,000 persons a year went to
developed countries and in 1990s, this hasincreased to more than 60,000 a year.

The second type of international migration isunskilled and semi-skilled workers
migrating to oil exporting countries of the\West Asiaon temporary contracts. Almost
al these workers come back after a specific period depending on the employment

e Draw arrow lineson theWorld Map depicting peoplefrom Indiagoing to
different countries mentioned in the above passages.
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Situation in the destination countries. During the last few decades, Saudi Arabiaand
UAE (United Arab Emirates) have been theimportants destinationsfor most of the
3 million Indian workersin the West Asia. Every year, more than 3 lakh workers
migrate to West Asia. Nearly three-fifths of workers going to West Asiaare from
Keraa, Tamil Nadu Telanganaand AndhraPradesh. A considerabl e section of these
workersare engaged in construction projects, maintenance, services, transport and
telecommunications.

What happens when people migrate?

Migrant labourers spend more on food asthey cannot get food grainsfromfair
price shopsat their workplaces. Asthey livein harsh circumstances and unhygienic
conditions, they suffer from health problemsand are proneto disease. Thoseworking
in quarries, brick kilns, construction sites and mines suffer from body ache, sun
stroke, skin irritation and lung diseases. When employers do not follow safety
measures, accidents in industrial areas and construction sites are also common.
Migrantsare not ableto accessvarious health and family care programmes asthey
do not belong to the organised sector. In the case of women migrant workers, there
isno maternity leave. Thismeansthey haveto go back to work soon after childbirth.

When familiesmigrate, children accompanying their parentsdo not have creche
facilities. Grown up children are not ableto continuetheir studiesat their parents
new workplaces. Schoolsin their native place refuse to take them again when they
come back. They finally become dropouts. When males|eave their families, itis
also amajor challenge for women who haveto take care of all theresponsibilities
of the family and elderly people who need care. Young girlsin such families are
required to take care of siblingsand many of them become dropouts.

Migration leavesacons derable mark onthe migrantsalso. Exposureto different
environment, stress associated with it, food available and socia atmosphereleave
adeep impact on migrants. This
also depends on the length of
migration.

Most migrants and
particularly those going for along
term send remittances. In some
regionsof India, nearly one-third
of households depend on the
remittances sent by their migrant
members. Mgority of seasonal
migrants either remit or bring

e What can bedoneso that migrantsare
ableto get accessto food, health and
family care programmes?

e There are some initiatives taken by
government and voluntary agencies.
Find out if thereisany suchinitiative
In your area. Invite some persons
from such agencies to talk in the
school.
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back savings. Migration allows households to meet debts and other obligations
without having to sell assets. It is aso common to find migrant families buying
house, land, agricultural machinery and consumer durables. Some migrants might
takeupjobsin the destination, acquire skillsrequired in the destination area, become
aware of how to get regular jobsand migrate regularly or permanently.

Monitering of International Migration

TheEmigrationAct, 1983 isthelndian law governing migration and employment
of Indians abroad. It also lays out conditions to safeguard the interests of workers
emigrating for employment. Embassies set up by the Indian Government in different
countries are expected to follow the legal procedures and protect the welfare of the
international migrantsasgiveninthe Emigration Act. At times, migrant workersare
not paid their salaries, recruitment agents cheat prospectiveworkersor collect more
than the prescribed feesfor their rolein getting work for workersabroad. Employers
also terminate the job contract before its expiry, change the employment contract
to the disadvantage of migrant workers, pay lessthan the agreed salary and freeze
fringe benefits and other perks. They often force workersto do overtime without
making additional payments, and deny permission to keep one’'sown passport. Indian
migrant workers seldom lodge any complaint agai nst the| r fore| gn emplo ers for
the fear of losing their jobs. e = L

=l I
i \\\\W

Fig 7.7 : National boundaries are protected
against migrants. Here are examples of a)USA on
Mexican border b) South Korea on North Korean
border c) India on Bangladesh border. What do
you think of migrants across the border?
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1. Settlement 2. Megacities 3. Aerotropolis 4. Urbanisation
5. Metropolitancity 6. Migration 7.Immigration 8. Emigration

9. Seasona migration  10. Border

| mproveyour learning

1. Whatisasettlement?(AS)
2. How did human lifestyle change with settlements? (AS))

3. How doesthe Census of Indiadefine variouskindsof places? How doesit organizethemin
order of sizeand other characteristics?(AS))

4. What isan aerotropolis? How isit structured? (AS))

5. Read thelast paraof page 99 “When familiesmigrate....... many of them become
dropouts’, and comment onit. (AS))

6. Compareand contrast themigrationfromrura tourban areasandrurd torurd aress. (AS)

7. Doyouthink migrantsaretrouble makers/ trouble shootersintheir destinations? Justify your
answer. (AS)

8. How doesrurd to urban migrationincreasethe purchasing power of peopleinrurad areas?(AS)

9. Why areonly professionalsableto go to devel oped countries? Why cannot unskilled workers
migrateto these countries? (AS)

10. Describethesimilaritiesand differencesbetween theimpactsof interna andinternational migration. (AS)
11. Locatethefollowing inthemap of India. (AS))
a) Chennai b) Bengduru ) Dehi d) Hyderabad e)Kolkata

Collect Information either from emigrantsor Immigrants.

Sl. | Emigrant’s Total Placewhere | Reasons for | Conditionsat | Conditions
No. |familyhead |emigrants| theymigr- migration theplace after
ated to migration

After Collecting theinformation from thefamilies, anaysethe situation and find out sol utions.

Debate: Isurbanisation asymbol of development or doesit lead to problems. Conduct
adebateonit.
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