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General Concept of Social Networking 
 

Social Networking has become very popular in recent years, but it can still be 

quite difficult to understand this concept, particularly if he/she is new to this 

phenomenon. Once signed onto a social network, having answered a few basic 

profile questions, you would sit back and wonder what you are supposed to do 

next!!  

The websites that offer social networking tools are known as known as social 

networking sites. These websites function as an online community of internet 

users. Depending on the website in question, many of these online community 

members share common interests in hobbies, religion, politics and alternative 

lifestyles. Once you are granted access to a social networking website you can 

begin to socialise. This socialisation may include reading the profile pages of other 

members and possibly even contacting them. 

This is because unlike most high schools, colleges or workplaces, the internet is 

filled with millions of individuals who are looking to meet other people, to gather 

and share first-hand information and experiences about cooking, golfing, 

gardening, developing friendships professional alliances, finding employment, 

business-to-business marketing and even groups sharing information. The topics 

and interests are as varied and rich as the story of our universe. 

The easiest way to understand social networking is to think of it like high school. 

You had friends in school, and you knew quite a few people even if you weren't 

friends with all of them, but it's likely that you didn't know everyone. If you ever 

moved to a new school or if you can imagine moving to a new school, you start 



www.sakshieducation.com 

  www.sakshieducation.com 

 

out with no friends. After attending classes, you start meeting people and as you 

meet them, you begin associating with those that have similar interests. 

Getting started with social networking is much the same as starting at a new 

school. At first, you don't have any friends. But as you join groups, you begin to 

meet people, and you build a friends list of those with similar interests. 

Social networking is based on a certain structure that allows people to both 

express their individuality and meet people with similar interests. This structure 

includes having profiles, friends, blog posts, widgets and usually something 

unique to that particular social networking website -- such as the ability to 'poke' 

people using those websites (Facebook, Hi5). The terms widely used in Social 

Networking are Post, Friends, Profile, Groups, Discussions, Blogs, Requests, 

Forums, Widgets etc. 

Friends: 

Friends are trusted members of the site that are allowed to post comments on 

your profile or send you private messages. You can also keep tabs on how your 

friends are using social networking, such as when they post a new picture or 

update their profile. Friends are the heart and soul of social networking. It should 

be noted that not all social networks refer to them as 'friends' - LinkedIn refers to 

them as 'connections' - but all social networks have a way to designate members 

as trusted. 

Profile: 

This is where you tell the world about yourself. Profiles contain basic information, 

like where you live and how old you are and personality questions, like who's your 
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favorite actor and what's your favorite book. Social networks dedicated to a 

special theme like music or movies might ask questions related to that theme. 

 

Groups: 

Most social networks use groups to help you find people with similar interests or 

engage in discussions on certain topics. A group can be anything from People who 

like "Games", "Movies" to "Jobs" etc.; they are both a way to connect with like-

minded people and a way to identify your interests.  

Discussions: 

A primary focus of groups is to create interaction between users in the form of 

discussions. Most social networking websites support discussion boards for the 

groups, and many also allow members of the group to post videos, pictures, 

music, and other material related to the group. 

Blogs:  

Another feature of some social networks is the ability to create your own blog 

entries. Blog can be defined as virtual diary of someone who updates regularly. 

Blogging through a social network is perfect for keeping people informed on what 

you are up to.  

Providers of Blogs: Blogger, LiveJournal, wordpress, Bravenet, Typepad etc. 

Widgets: 

A web widget is a small helpful software program embedded directly into a web 

page. It’s a popular way of letting your personality shine through is by gracing 
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your social networking profile with web widgets. Many social networks allow a 

variety of widgets and you can usually find interesting widgets located on widget 

galleries. 

Examples of Widgets: Daily weather reports, Clocks and countdown timers, Blog 

Feeds, Joke of the days etc. 

Why Start Social Networking is so popular: 

Social Networking is a nice form of entertainment, great for meeting people with 

similar interests and can be a very effective business technique for entrepreneurs, 

writers, actors, musicians or artists. Most of us have hobbies or things that we are 

keenly interested in such as books, television, video games or movies. Social 

networks allow us to reach out to others that have the same interests. 

For example, if you like movies, Flixster can help you decide if you might like a 

new movie just out at the theaters. If you like music, Last.FM can help you find 

new artists that are similar to your favorite bands. 

Social impact of social networking websites: 

Web-based social networking services make it possible to connect people who 

share interests and activities across political, economic and geographic borders 

through e-mail and instant messaging, online communities. Information is 

particularly suited to gift economy, as information is a non rival good and can be 

gifted at practically no cost.  

Facebook and other social networking tools are increasingly the object of 

scholarly research. Scholars in many fields have begun to investigate the impact 
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more popular in other countries, predominantly in Latin America and Mongolia 

and in 2008, hi5 was believed to be the third most visited social network. 

Note: There are so many Social networking sites like orkut, Zorpia.com, 

stylefm.com. whatsup, Bebo, ibibo etc. which are familiar to some group of 

people. 

Model Questions 

1. _________ concept has become very popular during the past few Years. 

(Social Networking) 

 2. Social Networking is also use as a nice form of __________. (Entertainment) 

3. Facebook is a ____________ social network. (Global) 

4. Twitter is a social network, but it is different than ________. (Facebook) 

5. Linkedin is a social network designated for __________. (Professionals) 

6. Instagram is also a social networks, it is a Smartphone application that allows 

you to take ______. (Photos) 

7. Pinterest is a very unique social network to create, manage and share _______. 

(Image collections) 

8. SoundCloud is a social network which uses online ________service. (Sound-

sharing) 

10. Flickr is a social network that functions based on online photo-sharing and 

Image/video _________. (Hosting service) 

11. Flixster is an online service that combines social networking and __________ 

reviewing. (Movie) 

SK. Faiz Ahmed, M.Tech. PhD, Nellore. 


